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Sir: 

Request is made for withdrawal of finality of the Office Action dated January 23, 
2009 to allow applicant to obtain entry of amendments as a matter of right. 



In the last Office Action, the Examiner introduced for the first time a rejection of 
claims 1-8 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 101 as a new ground of rejection. According to the 
Examiner, applicant's last response necessitated this new ground of rejection. This is 
not correct. 



Claim 1 prior to amendment read as follows: 

1 . A method of monitoring changes in an information set of wagers 
placed on the outcome of a sporting contest, the method comprising the 

steps of: 

a. a principal entering into an agreement with a service 
provider to provide real time activity monitoring service, 

b. the service provider monitoring a predetermined information 
set using at least one computer, and 

c. the service provider providing a real-time alert message to 
the principal via a remote communications device (RCD) when a change 
occurs. 
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In the applicant's last reply, claim 1 was amended as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method of monitoring changes in an 
information set of wagers placed on the outcome of a sporting contest, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

a. a pr i nc i pa l entering into an agreement with a service 
provider to provide real time act i v i ty monitoring service of changes in an 
information set of wagers placed on the outcome of a sporting contest: [,] 

b. th e s e rvic e prov i d e r mon i tor i ng a pr e d e t e rmin e d i nformat i on 
s e t us i ng at le ast on e comput e r, and receiving real-time wagering data 
relating to the outcome of a sporting contest on a network of computers: 

c. receiving instructions from a user specifying analysis criteria 
including at least a target sporting contest, and nominated change in a 
wagering parameter within a nominated time period prior to the 
commencement of the target sporting contest which signifies the 
occurrence of a change in the wagering data significant to the user: 

d. applying the user-specified analysis criteria to the real-time 
wagering data in real-time: and 

e. th e s e rv i c e prov i d e r prov i d i ng causing a real-time alert 
message to be provided to the pr i nc i pa l user via a remote communications 
device (RCD) whon a change occuro upon the occurrence of the change 

in the nominated wagering parameter within the nominated time period 
prior to the commencement of the target sporting contest as real-time 
changes in the wagering data occur, the real-time notification directed to a 
remote communications device of the user . 

As understood, the Examiner's basis for the rejection would have applied more 
so to claim 1 prior to amendment than after amendment. 

Prior to amendment claim 1 recited "a principal entering into an agreement with a 
service provider to provide real time activity monitoring service" and after amendment 
claim 1 recited "entering into an agreement with a service provider to provide real time 
activity monitoring service of changes in an information set of wagers placed on the 
outcome of a sporting contest". 

Prior to amendment claim 1 read "the service provider monitoring a 
predetermined information set using at least one computer" and after amendment claim 
1 recited "receiving real-time wagering data relating to the outcome of a sporting contest 
on a network of computers; receiving instructions from a user specifying analysis criteria 
including at least a target sporting contest, and nominated change in a wagering 
parameter within a nominated time period prior to the commencement of the target 
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sporting contest which signifies the occurrence of a change in the wagering data 
significant to the user; and applying the user-specified analysis criteria to the real-time 
wagering data in real-time". 

Prior to amendment claim 1 read "the service provider providing a real- 
time alert message to the principal via a remote communications device (RCD) 
when a change occurs" and after amendment claim 1 read "causing a real-time 
alert message to be provided to the user via a remote communications device 
(RCD) upon the occurrence of the change in the nominated wagering parameter 
within the nominated time period prior to the commencement of the target 
sporting contest as real-time changes in the wagering data occur, the real-time 
notification directed to a remote communications device of the user". 

Clearly, the new ground of rejection based on 35 U.S.C. 101 did not arise 
from the amendments made to claim 1 . 

For at least the foregoing reasons the finality of the last Office Action should be 
withdrawn. An early indication of this is respectfully requested as it impacts on what 
further amendments may be presented to advance this application to grant. Applicant is 
entitled to an opportunity to address the new ground of rejection in the interest of 
fairness, and to amend the claims as deemed necessary to overcome the rejection. 

Upon withdrawal of the finality of the last Office Action, resetting of the response 
period is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RENNER, OTTO, BOISSELLE & SKLAR, LLP 

/Don W. Bulson/ 

By 

Don W. Bulson, Reg. No. 28,192 

1621 Euclid Avenue 
Nineteenth Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
(216) 621-1113 
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